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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-74
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: February 8, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: February 10, 2011
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code – in Part 12 – Landscape and Tree Protection Regulations – to require Florida-friendly landscape practices and irrigation design standards for new single-family residential development.  The amendment includes a provision that irrigation systems must be designed to use the lowest quality water feasible.  Single family residential lots will be allowed to reduce the size of the mandatory Low Water Use Zones by an amount equal to the reduction in the size of High Water Use Zones on the property.  The new regulations require that all new single-family developments must submit a landscape and irrigation plan prior to the issuance of any building or paving permit, which may be either a plan specific to each lot in the development or a standard plan applicable to all lots.
Background Information: The Florida-friendly landscape and irrigation standards already apply to all types of development in Jacksonville except for single-family residential development.  The bill provides that the standards would apply to new single-family developments platted after an as-yet unspecified date in 2011 (to be determined by City Council before final adoption). The net effect of the low-water/high-water offset provision would allow a lot to be landscaped entirely with low-water and medium-water plants (including several varieties of turf grass) in exchange for elimination of high-water plants.  
Policy Impact Area: Water conservation; development regulation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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